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By JAN DAVIS
Observer staff

The Hopkins Law Firm opened
in Gainesville nine years ago and
has been serving its clients faith-
fully, even through the pandemic.

Michelle Hopkins, attorney/
owner, earned a BS degree from
George Mason University, 1993, a
Master of Public Administration
from Troy State University, 2003,
and a Juris Doctorate from GMU,
2008.

The practice also includes
Weyinmi Shekoni, associate attor-
ney who graduated from American
University Washington College of
Law in 2016 and began working for
the firm in March 2019.  Prior to
working for The Hopkins Law
Firm, she worked for the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration for
three years

The practice has three parale-
gals, Lindsay Sampson, Sydney
Remaily and Brenna Doane.
Sharon Munroe has worked as the
firm’s accounting bookkeeper since
2018, and Joyce Hewitt is the firm’s
receptionist.  Michael S. Hopkins is
the  Executive Director of the firm.

The practice serves a wide va-
riety of law issues. “We mostly do
family law–handling cases regard-
ing divorce, child and spousal sup-
port, child visitation and custody.
Michelle has handled both interstate
and international family law cases.
She and has extensive experience in
the intricacies of military divorce
and the issues of government em-
ployees across the spectrum, includ-
ing the State Department and
intelligence community,” said
Michael.

“The firm handles adoptions,
offers mediation service, estate
planning, including Wills, Power of
Attorneys, Advanced Medical Di-
rectives and Trusts. It also assists

weather permitting.  Each person
must wear a face mask if signings
must take place in the lobby or its
large conference room.

Michael said, “We have
heavily relied upon Zoom and
phone calls to keep our team and
clients safe, as well. Our contact
with clients has not at all been nega-
tively impacted.  I might even say
it has improved, as we are more
accessible than ever. We have found
the silver lining in this difficult
time; with less client traffic, we
have all been dressing casually in-
stead of in business attire. I think we
will all miss this when life goes
back to normal.”

The staff strives to be acces-
sible to answer questions about each
client’s case. Michael explained,
“Michelle’s mission is to provide
clients with the personal attention
and respect that they deserve. By
working personally with each cli-
ent, it helps to establish a relation-
ship of trust between the firm and
the client. Michelle champions for
her clients by advocating for their
rights.”

During the pandemic, Michelle
has advice for folks. “When things
are tense at home, I always advise
clients to go on a walk if they are
able. I cannot place enough value on
walks. Just stepping outside and
getting fresh air and exercise every
day makes a big difference when
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Hopkins Law paralegal, Lindsay Sampson, took Michelle and Michael Hopkins’ two
daughters to the Prince William County Animal Shelter. The girls donated homemade
dog treats for the dogs,  and they selected an adoptable dog, Broly, for which the
firm proudly sponsored the adoption fee.

you are living in an incredibly
stressful situation. Gainesville has
many nice areas to walk while so-
cial distancing, for example, the
pond behind the movie theatre is
very peaceful.”

Her family has had many spe-
cial times during COVID 19. She
said, “I have really enjoyed the ex-
tra quality time that I spent with my
children, [her two daughters] and
my husband. We have gone hiking,
gone on picnics, danced to tik-toks,
walked our dogs, cooked many de-
licious meals and streamed lots of
movies.”

With the extra time the pan-
demic has given the Hopkins Fam-
ily, Michelle wanted the family to
put it to good use.

She said, “My paralegal, Lind-
say, took my daughters to the Prince
William County Animal Shelter,
and they donated homemade dog
treats for the dogs waiting to be
adopted, and they selected an adopt-
able dog, Broly, for which the firm
proudly sponsored the adoption fee.
We were so excited to see that Broly
was adopted quickly, and we wish
him and his family the very best.”

The Hopkins Firm’s hours are
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday.
They are currently located at 7130
Heritage Village Plaza, Ste 201,
Gainesville, VA 20155.

The office can be reached at
571-248-2210,  and its web site is
mshopkins@mhopkinslaw.com

with various driving and traffic
cases.  Michelle is both a diplomatic
negotiator and aggressive litigator.
She customizes her approach based
upon each client’s unique needs.”

Like all businesses, The
Hopkins Firm has been affected by
the COVID 19 pandemic, but it be-
lieves in not an entirely negative
way.

Michael said, “The Court had
seven emergency executive orders

delaying their normal proceedings,
which pushed some of our cases
out. This time was used to settle
many of the cases, saving our cli-
ents’ money and sparing them the
stress some experience as a result of
litigation.

“During this time, the office
staff has practiced social distancing
as each has his or her own office. If
clients need to sign documents, it is
done in the office’s parking lot,
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Schools reopen Nov. 10 for kindergartners and first graders

Photo  Courtesy Robert Hayes Shutterbug Photography.

Some of the Haymarket Elementary School staff who participated in creating a Return to Learning Lane video for its 50-50
hybrid students who began a routine of

By JAN DAVIS
Observer staff

Kindergarteners and first grad-
ers and their families at Haymarket
Elementary School  are well in-
formed about what procedures to
expect as they return to school dur-
ing the 50-50 hybrid model.

Kindergarten students were
scheduled to return on Tuesday,
Nov. 10 and first graders are due to
start back on Tuesday, Dec. 1.

Scott Baldwin, principal, cre-
ated a script for an upbeat, fun
video, which shows students ex-
actly what returning to school will
look like. The idea was suggested
by Rhonda DeBoer, school secre-
tary.

The school’s Encore staff
dressed in costumes of different
colorful fruits.These included
Aimee Rop, art teacher; Ryane
Zenonian, librarian; Jane Fisher, li-
brary assistant; Andree Jordan and
Tory Brixius, P.E. teachers;
Rebecca Battiata, music teacher;
and Anna Walker-Collins, drama
teacher.

Courtesy Photo

First Thanksgiving during COVID-19 crisis
By E. BRUCE DAVIS
Observer staff

 Haymarket Regional Food
Pantry (HRFP) plans to provide
Thanksgiving food baskets for 200-
250 client families who previously
signed up, from its current facility
at 7669 Limestone Drive #105,
Gainesville.

“We started distributing bas-

kets in 2008.  The first year it was
to approximately 38 families,” said
Eileen Smith, Haymarket Regional
Pantry Executive Director.
“Currently, 200-250 [Thanksgiving
Basket] clients are what we are a
planning to provide for, but every
time you say the ‘p’ word these
days, COVID steps in and tosses
your plan out the window,” said
Kim Golub, HRFP marketing vol-

unteer.
   “We will feed as many as we can,
given the resources we have. For
anyone who needs help, we’re giv-
ing out food by appointment only.
They need to sign up in advance.”
   The Thanksgiving baskets will
contain non-perishable items, in-
cluding, canned corn and green

Kim B. Miller, newly crowned Prince William County Poet Laureate for 2020-2022

Clearbrook Center hosts crowning of new PWC Poet Laureate
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Kim B. Miller has been
crowned as Poet Laureate of  Prince
William County for the 2020-2022
term. The crowning ceremony took
place on Saturday, Oct. 24, at the
Clearbrook Center of the Arts in the
Tackett’s Mill Center in Lake
Ridge,

Prince William County Arts
Council members Nancy Kyme
and Alice Mergler presided over the
ceremony which was attended by
nominees, Jesus Torres, Katherine
M. Gotthardt, Jo Ann Lord
Koff, John L. Dutton, Kim B.
Miller, Inger McPhail, and their
family members.

Community members were
able to watch the presentation on
Zoom.

Kim B. Miller is a long time
resident of Dumfries, and Prince
William County, but her poetry and
influence are known beyond our

county borders.
She has been a substitute

teacher for Prince William County
since 2017, taught parenting classes
for Prince William Extension Office
since 2015, has been involved in
Poetry Behind Bars for Women In-
mates and as a Poetry Specialist for
‘DC Scores,” a program for students
in elementary, middle and high
schools in Washington, D.C.

Her poetry has won numerous
awards and her Haiku poems have
been published in numerous maga-
zines.  She has authored two poetry
books, a parenting book, and is the
2018 champion of the poetry slam:
“Put your Money Where Your
Mouth is.”

Her instagram page is:  https:/
/ w w w . i n s t a g r a m . c o m /
pwcpoetlaureate2020/

A Poet Laureate is an old
world tradition from  a time when
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 The Hopkins Law Firm 
opened in Gainesville nine years 
ago and has been serving its cli-
ents faithfully, even through the 
pandemic.
 Michelle Hopkins, attorney/
owner, earned a BS degree from
George Mason University, 1993, 
a Master of Public Administra-
tion from Troy State University, 
2003, and a Juris Doctorate from 
GMU, 2008.
 The practice also includes 
Weyinmi Shekoni, associate 
attorney who graduated from 
American University Washing-
ton College of Law in 2016 and 
began working for the firm in 
March 2019. Prior to working 
for The Hopkins Law Firm, she 
worked for the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration for 
three years
 The practice has three para-
legals, Lindsay Sampson, Syd-
ney Remaily and Brenna Doane. 
Sharon Munroe has worked as 
the firm’s accounting bookkeep-
er since 2018, and Joyce Hewitt is 
the firm’s receptionist. Michael S. 
Hopkins is the Executive Direc-
tor of the firm.
 The practice serves a wide va-
riety of law issues. “We mostly 
do family law–handling cases re-
garding divorce, child and spou-
sal support, child visitation and 
custody. Michelle has handled 
both interstate and internation-
al family law cases. She and has 
extensive experience in the intri-
cacies of military divorce and the 
issues of government employees 
across the spectrum, including 
the State Department and intelli-
gence community,” said Michael.

 “The firm handles adoptions,
offers mediation service, estate 
planning, including Wills, Power 
of Attorneys, Advanced Medi-
cal Directives and Trusts. It also 
assists with various driving and 
traffic cases. Michelle is both a 
diplomatic negotiator and ag-
gressive litigator. She customizes 
her approach based upon each 

client’s unique needs.”
 Like all businesses, The Hop-
kins Firm has been affected by 
the COVID 19 pandemic, but it 
believes in not an entirely nega-
tive way.
 Michael said, “The Court had 
seven emergency executive or-
ders delaying their normal pro-
ceedings, which pushed some of 

our cases out. This time was used 
to settle many of the cases, saving 
our clients’ money and sparing 
them the stress some experience 
as a result of litigation.
 “During this time, the office 
staff has practiced social distanc-
ing as each has his or her own 
office. If clients need to sign doc-
uments, it is done in the office’s 
parking lot, weather permitting. 
Each person must wear a face 
mask if signings must take place 
in the lobby or its large confer-
ence room.
 Michael said, “We have heav-
ily relied upon Zoom and phone 
calls to keep our team and clients 
safe, as well. Our contact with 
clients has not at all been nega-
tively impacted. I might even say 
it has improved, as we are more 
accessible than ever. We have 
found the silver lining in this dif-
ficult time; with less client traffic, 
we have all been dressing casual-
ly instead of in business attire. I 
think we will all miss this when 
life goes back to normal.”
 The staff strives to be acces-
sible to answer questions about 
each client’s case. Michael ex-
plained, “Michelle’s mission is to 
provide clients with the personal 
attention and respect that they 
deserve. By working person-
ally with each client, it helps to 
establish a relationship of trust 
between the firm and the cli-
ent. Michelle champions for her 
clients by advocating for their 
rights.”
 During the pandemic, Mi-
chelle has advice for folks. 
“When things are tense at home, 
I always advise clients to go on 
a walk if they are able. I cannot 
place enough value on walks. 
Just stepping outside and

getting fresh air and exercise 
every day makes a big differ-
ence when you are living in an 
incredibly stressful situation. 
Gainesville has many nice areas 
to walk while social distancing, 
for example, the pond behind 
the movie theatre is very peace-
ful.”
 Her family has had many spe-
cial times during COVID 19. 
She said, “I have really enjoyed 
the extra quality time that I 
spent with my children, [her two 
daughters] and my husband. We 
have gone hiking, gone on pic-
nics, danced to tik-toks, walked 
our dogs, cooked many delicious 
meals and streamed lots of mov-
ies.”
 With the extra time the pan-
demic has given the Hopkins 
Family, Michelle wanted the 
family to put it to good use.
 She said, “My paralegal, Lind-
say, took my daughters to the 
Prince William County Animal 
Shelter, and they donated home-
made dog treats for the dogs 
waiting to be adopted, and they 
selected an adoptable dog, Bro-
ly, for which the firm proudly 
sponsored the adoption fee. We 
were so excited to see that Bro-
ly was adopted quickly, and we 
wish him and his family the very 
best.”
 The Hopkins Firm’s hours are
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Fri-
day. They are currently located at 
7130 Heritage Village Plaza, Ste 
201, Gainesville, VA 20155.
 The office can be reached at 
571-248-2210, and its web site is 
mshopkins@mhopkinslaw.com.
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Courtesy Photo
     Hopkins Law paralegal, Lindsay Sampson, took Michelle and Mi-
chael Hopkins’ two daughters to the Prince William County Animal 
Shelter. The girls donated homemade dog treats for the dogs, and 
they selected an adoptable dog, Broly, for which the firm proudly 
sponsored the adoption fee.


